
Mineral County’s Finest

Thank You to Mineral County
For voting us the best in:

•Financial Institution
•Best Bank Teller 
  Stacy Holten
•Best Customer Service
  Michelle Hart
•Best Employer

Thank You
We would like to thank the community for 

nominating Hawthorne Utilities in the 
“Best of” Contest. 

We consider great customer service as just 
good business. 

HAWTHORNE UTILITIES
Hawthorne Water-Garbage-Sewer ~ Mina-Luning Water Systems

Mineral County Landfill ~ Mina-Luning Transfer Station

I would like to give a big thank 
you to the people of 

Mineral County for supporting 
my photography. I truly enjoy 

capturing our beautiful county, as 
well as the families who live here.

Thank You,
Ce’erra Holton

Finest Appetizers
The Refinery Family 
Restaurant

The Refinery has re-
cently passed to the 
ownership of Taylor 
Hall, and everything in 
the back is different now, 
she said. The restau-
rant’s famous macaroni 
and cheese balls, how-
ever, have not changed. 
Nor has its commitment 
to bringing you the best 
food in the county.

Finest Barbecue
Burke’s BBQ

The easiest way to sink 
your teeth into Burke’s 
BBQ is to visit the farm-
er’s market on E Street 
in Hawthorne every 
other Friday during the 
summer months. Each 
week the business sets 
up its grill and dishes 
out barbecued meat bet-
ter than any easily found 
in Texas. Burke’s devo-
tees swear by the Ne-
vada snow cone, a com-
bination of pulled pork, 
beans and homemade 
potato salad.

Finest Burger
S’socorro’s Burger 
Hut

A hole in the wall in 
the middle of the Min-
eral County desert, 
S’socorro’s Burger Hut 
was named one of the 
Top 30 Places to Eat 
in Nevada by Nevada 
Magazine several years 
ago. Everything is made 
fresh to order, and the 
expansive menu is sup-
plemented by the owner, 
Socorro Streight’s abil-
ity to make anything you 
can imagine.

Finest Catering
Burke’s BBQ and 
The Refinery (tie)

Finest Fast Food
McDonald’s

The Golden Arches 
are an American tradi-
tion, the old standby 
for parents and children 
everywhere. From the 
Big Mac to the humble 
chicken nugget, Mc-
Donald’s handles all of 
your food needs quickly 
and deliciously. It may 
also sell the cheapest, 
most bountiful food in 
human history — as the 
McDouble was named 
earlier this year by econ-
omist Stephen Dubner 
and professor Steven 
Levitt.

Finest Ethnic Food
Diego’s Mexican 
Restaurant

Diego’s, a family-
owned eatery on E Street 
in Hawthorne, serves an 
eclectic mix of burgers, 
Mexican, and comfort 
food. The free chips and 
salsa, and cook Hector 
Guevara’s authentic en-
chiladas work together 
to make ethnic food 
unmatched this side of 
Walker Lake.

Finest Pizza
Old Nevada Pizza

Old Nevada Pizza 
holds a coveted loca-
tion in Hawthorne at the 
corner of E Street and 
5th Street, and now it 
holds the coveted title of 
Mineral County’s Finest 
Pizza. The pizza joint’s 
boxes bear the image 
of the Leaning Tower 
of Pisa, and its pizza 
seems like it could have 

Mineral County is a haven for fantastic family-owned businesses; wonderful people; 
and selfless servants. The Independent-News gave its readers the nearly impossible 
task of picking out the people, businesses and groups that stand out amongst the 
giants of the county — those who deserve extra recognition among an order of the 
worthy. What follows is a list of your favorites, the best among the great.

been made at one of the 
shops nearby. Mauro 
Viani-Whitter and his 
fellow employees work 
together to craft excep-
tional pies at reasonable 
prices.

Finest Breakfast
El Capitan Resort 
and Casino

You could spend your 
entire life trying to find 
bad food at the El Capi-
tan Resort and Casino 
and, despite your fail-
ure; it would not be a 
wasted life. But what 
really stands out at the 
restaurant is breakfast. 
People say it’s the most 
important meal of the 
day, and it’s clear they 
listen at the El Cap.

Finest Lunch
Diego’s Mexican 
Restaurant

Mineral County’s 
Finest Dinner
The Refinery Family 
Restaurant

Finest Auto Body
Woody’s Auto Body

In the late ‘80s Jerry 
Mullins opened Woody’s 
Auto Body on the out-
skirts of Hawthorne, and 
it’s been going strong 
ever since. Along with 
Thomas Lee, Mullins 
makes damaged vehicles 
look new again.

Finest Banquet/
Event Provider
El Capitan Resort 
and Casino

Finest Bar
Barley’s Sports Bar

While it may be the 
only sports bar in Min-
eral County, Barley’s is 
more than a great place 
to hang out and watch 
the game. The patrons 

are friendly, the bartend-
ers skillful. Barley’s is 
the haunt of the younger 
crowd in Hawthorne, 
and a great place to un-
wind and spend your 
paycheck after a hard 
week of work.

Finest Barber Shop
Jerry’s Barber Shop

Jerry’s Barber Shop on 
E Street in Hawthorne 
is the epitome of a rural 
barbershop. A barber’s 
pole adorns the front, 
and a U.S. Marine Corps 
sticker is stuck to the 
front door. The good 
work is done at a single 
black barber’s chair, 
which is where the men 
of Mineral County can 
find the finest haircut.

Finest Beauty Shop
P&P Hair Designs

Paula Reed, owner of 
P&P Hair Designs in 
Hawthorne, has been 
styling hair for years. 
Her shop feels more 
like a home than a sa-
lon, and her employees 
greet everyone with a 
warm smile. Their skill 
is on display throughout 
Hawthorne — a quick 
glace around the town 
is enough to reveal the 
consummate and unex-
pected talent contained 
in the small salon.

Finest 
Bookkeeping/Tax 
Service
H&R Block

The simple fluorescent 
green square of the H&R 
Block logo is a familiar 
sight in Hawthorne—not 
the least because of the 
number of residents who 
use the company to file 
their taxes. H&R Block 
claims to file almost 
25 million tax returns 
worldwide. It’s one of 

the best known tax com-
panies in the country, 
and your favorite in the 
county.

Finest Building 
Supplies Store
B&B Hardware

Family-owned and op-
erated by Mark and Cin-
dy Nixon, B&B Hard-
ware sits on the edge 
of Hawthorne on 5th 
Street. The store feels a 
little cramped—but only 
because it’s packed to 
the brim with heaps of 
building materials, and 
everything you need to 
turn them into a house. 
There’s no better place 
to look for everything 
you need to add that 
shed you’ve been want-
ing to your backyard.

Finest Church
Bethany Lutheran 
Church

Bethany Lutheran is a 
small church on C Street 
in Hawthorne headed by 
lay pastor Jon MacPher-
son with a special place 
in its heart for children. 
Services always include 
a message, fellowship 
and refreshments. Ser-
vices start weekly at 10 
a.m.

Finest 
Consignment/Thrift 
Store
Patricia’s Estate 
Sale Warehouse

Taking a glance inside 
Patricia’s new location 
on E Street in Haw-
thorne, you would expect 
to find just about every-
thing. As you spent more 
time looking around, 
you would discover you 
were right. The store 
carries a surprising vari-
ety of goodies, from old 
western paintings to rep-
lica Greek vases. If you 

can’t find it at Patricia’s, 
there’s a pretty good 
chance it doesn’t exist.

Finest Financial 
Institution
Financial Horizons 
Credit Union

The cool air in the Fi-
nancial Horizons Credit 
Union is always filled 
with the sound of fingers 
clacking across key-
boards; tearing sheets 
of paper; and people 
speaking in that special 
volume they use in a 
bank—loud enough to 
be hear across the room, 
yet strangely too quiet to 
be understood. It’s that 

sort of professionalism, 
combined with a radiat-
ing positive attitude, that 
combine to make Finan-
cial Horizons Credit 
Union the finest finan-
cial institution in Min-
eral County.

Finest Gas Station
Scotty’s

Scotty’s has every-
thing you could want in 
a gas station — a great 
location, friendly staff. 
a well-stocked conve-
nience store and, most 
importantly, cheap fuel. 
With its central location 
and consistent patron-
age, it’s easy to see why 

the people of Mineral 
County stop there for 
everything they need to 
keep on going.

Finest Hardware 
store
Ace Hardware

An Illinois-based hard-
ware co-op, Ace has 
been in businesses since 
1924. The Ace in Haw-
thorne has long been a 
staple in the community. 
It’s unmatched selection 
and friendly staff are 
boons to the supplier, 
and its central location 
on 5th Street and E Street 
doesn’t hurt either.

Thanks from
Becki and Jerry

Jerry’s
Barber Shop

Finest Waitress
Sarah Owen

Sarah Owen, declared by the readers of the 
Independent-News to be Mineral County’s 
finest waitress, got her start at the El Capitan 
Resort and Casino early this year, mostly 
because she liked the food.

“The employees always seemed like they 
are having a good time and I was like ‘I’m 
looking for a job, so I’ll check it out,” she 
said.

Owen got the job, and moved to Haw-
thorne from Fallon. She took to the position 
quickly, she said.

“I like meeting new people,” she said. 
“You hear so many different stories, of so many different road trips, of how they 
just happened to stop by the little town of Hawthorne. I think it’s pretty cool.”

She attributes her success to her youth — she said it makes her more upbeat 
and positive than she might be otherwise — and her willingness to listen to her 
customer’s stories.

“I’m acknowledging them, instead of just handing them their food,” she said.
When Owen found out she had been named the finest waitress in the county, 

Owen was pleasantly surprised. She was informed in a brief ceremony by her 
employer.

“I’m really, just shocked and it makes me feel really good that I’m doing a 
good job for everyone,” Owen said.
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Thank you for voting for our 
little church in 

Mineral County’s Finest. 
We appreciate you.

Bethany Lutheran Church
“Go With God”

“I would like to thank all those who voted 
me in Best Customer Relations 2013. 

I love making people happy, it brings me 
great joy in knowing that I was able to do 

so over the past year.”

Congratulations also to Michelle Hart who 
tied with me in this category.

Sachi Thornton ~ Office Manager

The McDonalds team would like to thank our 
community for their continued support and 
patronage. Our goal each day is to ensure 
a great experience for every customer 
that walks through our doors. With the 
continued support of our community, our 
goal becomes easier to achieve.

David Blackwood, General Manager
Hawthorne McDonalds

Thank you for voting 
The Refinery 

in the “Best Of”!
We appreciate your 

business and await your 
next dinner with us. 

Hope to see you soon!

Mineral County’s Finest

MCIN THANKS
Erika Lightfoot for 

submitting a 
drawing of her 

favorite business, 
Ace Hardware.

Finest Bartender
Jodie Baxter at Bar-
ley’s Sports Bar

Jodie Baxter is a 
woman of many hats. 
Sometimes, she loads 
bombs into trucks at the 
Hawthorne Army De-
pot. Sometimes she sits, 
and listens while people 
unload their problems. 
Other times, she mixes 
those people drinks to 
help them deal with 
those problems.

Jodie Baxter, employed 
by Barley’s Sports Bar 
in Hawthorne, is Min-
eral County’s Finest 
bartender.

“I love most of the 
people. I love being able 
to sit here and chit-chat 
with them,” she said. 
“I’m a therapist for 
some.”

While she’s sure to 
have a number of com-
pelling and entertaining 
stories from her years 
behind the bar, she’s 
keeping those under her 
hat — she’s not the type 
of bartender to share, 
she said.

“What happens here, 
stays here, most of the 

time,” she said.
Baxter said she has no 

idea what sets her apart 
from the other bartend-
ers in the county — she 
mentioned in passing 
that not spreading peo-
ple’s business around 
helps.

The service she offers 
is quick and efficient, 
without the frills and 
flying bottles of liquor 
some other bartenders 
might offer.

She knows many of 
her customers by name 
and drink. The usual is 

practically waiting for 
them on the bar when 
they walk in.

One thing is clear 
speaking to her—the 
force of her personality 
keeps people on their 
best behavior.

“I’ve only had to split 
up a couple of fights, 
because I can usually 
talk people down,” she 
said. “They have respect 
when they come into my 
bar, because they know I 
don’t put up with a lot of 
crazy bull, but we like to 
have fun, too.”

Finest Home 
Business
High Desert Carpet 
Cleaning and 
Scentsy (tie)

By day, Nicki Dunn 
dwells in the Mineral 
County Assessor’s of-
fice, but by night she 
works from home, pro-
ducing bundles of can-
dles to bring light won-
derful smells to Mineral 
County. Her business, 
Scentsy, makes all our 
noses happier they live 
here. 

If we want our carpets 
to be spotless we would 

look to High Desert Car-
pet Cleaning. High Des-
ert doesn’t have much 
competition in Mineral 
County, but that doesn’t 
stop it from committing 
to quality and friendly 
service.

Finest Hotel/Motel
America’s Best Inn 
& Suites

Jack and Sudha Desai, 
owners of America’s 
Best Inn & Suites in 
Hawthorne, have poured 
their hearts and souls 
into the hotel—the last 
building in town on 5th 

Street. Along with Man-
ager Sandy Smith, the 
Desais keep the front 
office immaculate, their 
parking lot full, and 
their rooms beautiful. 
There’s no better place 
to rest your weary head 
in Mineral County—and 
few outside it.

Finest Insurance 
Agency
State Farm 
Insurance.

Bill Fraser, State Farm 
Insurance agent, main-
tains a small but busy 
office in Hawthorne. 

Along with office as-
sistants June Dement 
and Juanita Carr, Fraser 
brings State Farm’s cus-
tomer service, experi-
ence, and capability to 
Mineral County.

Finest Internet 
Finest Internet 
Provider
AT&T

It’s difficult, if not im-
possible, to find faster In-
ternet in Mineral County 
than that provided by 
AT&T. The service is re-
liable, and its technicians 
are quick to respond to 
service outages. The 
company’s trucks bear-
ing the ball-shaped logo, 
affectionately called the 
Death Star by employ-
ees, can be seen darting 
from place to place in 
Hawthorne ensuring the 
service keeps residents 
connected to the rest of 
the world.

Finest Museum
Mineral County 
Museum

The Mineral County 
Museum on D Street is 
a fantastic repository for 
local history. The staff 
is knowledgeable of the 
history of the county, 
and all the many artifacts 
in its expansive collec-
tion. Displays around 
the building show off 
the county’s complex 
history and patriotism.

Finest Real Estate 
Agent
Jen Isom

If you glance around 
Hawthorne, properties 
being sold by Jennifer 
Isom will greet your eye 
sooner rather than later. 
Her blue Isom Realty 
signs dot the town, and 
it’s obvious why. Isom 
brings a friendly, home-
town attitude to real 
estate that makes her 
the finest agent in the 
county.

Finest Restaurant
The Refinery Family 
Restaurant

Finest Shopping 
Center
Safeway Shopping 
Center

The Safeway Shopping 
Center on U.S. Highway 
95 is one-stop shopping. 

Anything you need, 
from food to shaving 
cream; window cleaner 
to license plates; roasted 
chicken to t-shirts, all 
of it is available in the 
same place. Containing 
a Safeway; Pizza Facto-
ry; Department of Motor 
Vehicles branch; Dollar 
General; and a Financial 
Horizons Credit Union 
ATM, there isn’t much 
for sale in Hawthorne 
that you can’t find in that 
shopping center.

Finest Utility
Hawthorne Utilities 
and Valley Propane 
(tie)

To live in the mod-
ern world, people need 
more than food, water 
and shelter. That’s where 
Hawthorne Utilities and 
Valley Propane come 
in. They work together 
to bring the residents of 
Mineral County the other 
things they need — heat, 
light, sewage and water 
are all provided, in one 
way or another, by these 
companies. Hawthorne 
Utilities is a public en-
tity that brings water to 
Mineral County homes, 
and takes the waste they 
create away. Valley Pro-
pane, based in Gabbs, 
has the coveted A-plus 
rating from the Better 
Business Bureau, the 
highest rating possible.

Finest Cashier
Desiree Thomas at 
Safeway

Desiree Thomas of 
Fallon is well-known in 
Mineral County for her 
quick hands and friend-
ly attitude. She’s been 
working at Safeway for 
25 years, and it shows 
in her speedy, accurate 
checking and constant 
smile.

Finest Contractor
Leavitt Construction

With employees like 
Mark Johnson, it’s easy 
to see why Leavitt Con-
struction is the county’s 
favorite contractor. Hard 
work and construction 
skill are two qualities 
which are impossible 
to divorce from Leavitt 
construction. The com-
pany was founded about 
32 years ago and installs 
plumbing, heating and 

air conditioning, and 
does electrical work in 
homes.

Finest Customer 
Service
Sachi Thorton 
at Rich Douglas 
Bookkeeping and 
Michelle Hart at 
Financial Horizons 
Credit Union

It can be difficult to 
provide great customer 
service to people, but 
Sachi Thorton and Mi-
chelle Hart seem to un-
derstand how it’s done. 
While speedy, efficient 
and helpful service is 
typical at both of those 
establishments, the ser-
vice provided by Thor-
ton and Hart goes above 
and beyond the already 
high standards.

Finest Dentist
Dr. Bruce Dow, DDS

Bruce Dow’s dry sense 
of humor and consistent 
giving to community or-
ganizations are among 
the first things that come 
to mind about the man. 
He is tall and lanky, and 
easily shoulders the bur-
den of Mineral Coun-
ty’s dental health. His 
knowledge, skill, and 
demeanor make him the 
finest dentist in Mineral 
County.

Finest Doctor
Dr. Sharon Ruch, 
MD

Sharon Ruch is a gen-
eral practitioner at Mt. 
Grant General Hospital 
in Hawthorne. If you’re 
looking for a doctor who 
listens patiently; gives 
care with kindness and 
compassion; then pro-
vides an accurate diag-
nosis, look no further 
than Ruch. 

Finest Employer
Financial Horizons 
Credit Union

Finest Emergency 
Medical Technician
Lynn Little with the 
Mineral County Fire 
Department

Even though we all 
hope to never need Lynn 
Little’s services, we can 
all rest easier knowing 
she’s here if we ever 
need her. With the ex-
perience of thousands 

of calls under her belt; 
seldom matched skill; 
and the caring compas-
sion one hopes for in 
an Emergency Medical 
Technician, Little stands 
above her capable EMT 
colleagues.

Finest Firefighter
Ben Roberts 
Jr., Hawthorne 
Volunteer Fire 
Department and 
T.C. Knight, Mineral 
County Fire Chief 
(tie)

Fires have long been 
one of the greatest fears 
of mankind. Fortunately, 
Mineral County has an 
elite squadron of men 
and women willing to 
put their lives on the 
line to keep flames at 
bay and defend the lives 
and property of Mineral 
County citizens. Among 
these, T.C. Knight and 
Ben Roberts Jr. were 
the two the residents of 
Mineral County consid-
ered most deserving of 
extra accolades. Knight 
and Roberts are careful, 
experienced firefighters 
who help lead crews to 
keep our small towns 
safe.

Finest Sheriff 
Deputy
Gabe Andrada and 
Earl Perry (tie)

Professionalism. Lead-
ership. Fairness. Brav-
ery. These are qualities 
we happily ascribe to 
Mineral County sher-
iff’s deputies, but none 
so much as Gabe Andra-
da and Earl Perry. Their 
never-ending quest to 
keep the streets of Min-
eral County crime free 
has brought immeasur-
able good to the people 
of the county.

Finest Hair Stylist
Joey Taylor at 
Glamour on Main

There’s more to Joey 
Taylor than her ability 
to style hair — which is 
considerable. When her 
customers aren’t raving 
about their unique style 
that works with their nat-
ural hair, they’re excited 
about her kind and com-
passionate nature. She 
laughs easily and often, 
and is a compassionate 
mom to everyone who 
sits in her chair.

Finest Hometown 
Music/Band
The Art Jones Band

A perennial performer 
during Armed Forces 
Day weekend, the four-
man Art Jones band ser-
enades the residents of 
Mineral County with an 
eclectic variety of music. 
Covering songs rang-
ing from The Beatles to 
Harry Nilsson, the Art 
Jones Band offers some-
thing for everything. 

Finest Manicurist/
Pedicurist
Tonja Lyle at P&P 
Hair Designs

There’s no one better in 
Mineral County to go to 
for a mani or pedi than 
Tonja Lyle. Whether it’s 
your hands or feet that 
need to be pampered, 
Lyle will take care of all 
your nail needs.

Finest Mechanic
Rosemore’s and 
Warden’s (tie)

Put yourself in the po-
sition of someone trav-
eling through the des-
ert between Reno and 
Las Vegas. You’re zip-
ping along in your car, 
when suddenly there’s a 
strange smell, a knock-
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THANK
YOU

To all the girls (past and present) 
who have helped make 

P&P Hair Designs what it is today.

We simply say, “Thank You”.
Paula, Jamie, Christina,

Tonja and Telayna

THANK YOU
To all who helped vote Jodie in the

“Best Of”!
Come down to Barley’s 

and give her a visit 
for some more 

top notch service!

Hawthorne Safeway thanks you 
for your nomination. We hope we 
can live up to the expectations and 
continue to provide great customer 
service.

The Crew at Safeway

Vinne’s Electric
Would like to thank the residents of Mineral County for 

nominating us for “Mineral County’s Finest” contractor section.

We look forward to many 
more years of service to 

the community.

Mineral County’s Finest

Thank You
for Your 

Continued Support
Jennifer Isom
Isom Realty

ing. Before you know 
it there’s a loud crash, 
and your car coasts to 
a halt. Whatever’s bro-
ken is beyond your skill 
to repair, and you’re 
stranded. If you’re 
lucky, you’ve made it 
into Hawthorne, where 
the two finest mechan-
ics in Mineral County 
are located. Both Rose-
more’s and Warden’s 
offer knowledgeable, 
skillful mechanics who 
will get your car back up 
and running before you 
know it, and send you 
back on your way.

Finest Pastor
Marty Engebretsen 
of the Oasis 
Assembly of God

Marty Engebretsen 
ably leads the flock of the 
Oasis Assembly of God 
church in Hawthorne. 
He preaches to his flock 
six times a month—once 
every Sunday morning 
and again every other 
Sunday night. For his 
compassion and devo-
tion, Engebretsen was 
voted the finest pastor in 
Mineral County.

Finest Photographer
Ce’erra Holten

Ce’erra Holten’s pho-
tography has been hon-
ored during the Walker 
Lake High Desert Art 
Show over Armed Forc-
es Day weekend. Both in 
the studio and outside, 
she brings life to the 
world around her, and 
humanity to the people 
she photographs.

Finest Public 
Servant
Jerrie Tipton, 
chairwoman of the 
Mineral County 
Board of County 
Commissioners and 
T.C. Knight, Mineral 
County Fire Chief 
(tie)

These are critical times 
for Mineral County. 
As the state and coun-
try struggle out of a 
recession and combat 
enormous levels of un-
employment, strong 
leadership is necessary. 
Jerrie Tipton is the wom-
an the people of Mineral 
County have chosen for 
the job. Guiding the 
board to offload as much 
county property as it can 
and focus on creating 
jobs and economic activ-
ity in the county, Tipton 
is ably leading the ship 
of state through troubled 
waters.

Finest Teacher
Tricia Schumann 
at Hawthorne 
Elementary School

Since coming to Haw-
thorne as a first-year 
teacher about 20 years 
ago, Tricia Schumann 
has devoted herself 
to educating the chil-
dren of the county. 
Schumann teaches sec-
ond- and third-grade at 
Hawthorne Elementary 
School, where she goes 
the extra mile for each 
and every student. She is 
best known for what she 
calls candle-light vig-
ils — meals where she 
teaches students proper 
table manners.

Finest Volunteer
Dennis Bunch with 
Mineral County 
Search and Rescue

A seemingly quiet and 
reserved man (to those 
who don’t know him), 
Dennis Bunch is one 
of the standouts among 
Mineral County Search 
and Rescue. He is al-

ways ready and willing 
to drop what he’s doing 
to extract some poor soul 
from a mountaintop, the 
desert, or three grains of 
sand at, or the choppy 
waters of, Walker Lake. 
His preparedness makes 
him the finest volunteer 
in Mineral County.

Finest Volunteer 
Group/Organization
Mineral County 
Search and Rescue

Whenever some-
body is lost in Mineral 
County, be it in desert or 
mountain, there’s only 
one group of people to 
call. Mineral County 
Search and Rescue, the 
only Search and Rescue 
group in Nevada autho-
rized to help with traffic 
control when roads are 
closed, will jump into 
their vehicles and rush 
to the supposed scene to 
find the person in need. 
But its service doesn’t 
stop there — Search and 
Rescue also volunteers 
its time to help other lo-
cal organizations raise 
money. It also reminds 
you to let somebody 
know where you’re go-
ing, if you’re heading 
into the country — it 
will make you easier to 
find when you get lost.

Finest Youth Activity 
Organization
Kenny Bostic 
Memorial Youth 
Athletic Fund

After Sgt. Kenny Bos-
tic of Hawthorne gave 
his life fighting for his 
country in 2006 in Iraq, 
the best way to honor 
his memory seemed to 
be with a youth athlet-
ics fund. Just as Bostic 
fought to bring freedom 
to people hindered by 
circumstance, so the 
scholarship fund seeks 
to free Mineral County 
youth from the hindranc-
es of financial burden. 
The fund uses its money 
to free the young people 
of Mineral County from 
the financial hardships 
that come along with 
athletics.

Finest Annual Event
Armed Forces Day

In the middle of each 
May, Hawthorne springs 
to life. The streets are 
full of people, empty lots 
full of vendors, and ho-
tels packed to the brim. 
In honor of Armed Forc-
es Day each year, Haw-
thorne holds a parade 
and festival to celebrate 
the men and women in 
the armed forces. For 

many residents, Armed 
Forces Day is the high-
light of the year.

Finest Fishing Hole
The Elbow

A home to Lahottan 
Cutthroat Trout and 
other fish, the Elbow is a 
refuge for fish who can’t 
survive the harsh waters 
of Walker Lake. Which 
also makes it a perfect 
place to go if you’re 
hoping to catch and eat 
one. The elbow’s bounty 
makes it Mineral Coun-
ty’s finest fishing spot.

Finest Ghost Town
Bodie, Calif.

While Bodie lies just 
on the other side of the 
Mineral County line, 
it’s impossible to sepa-
rate it from the history 
of Mineral County. A 
close neighbor and part-
ner of Aura, Bodie has 
been carefully preserved 
by rangers in a state of 
historic decay, and is a 
haunting reminder of the 
eventual fate of all such 
towns.

Finest Hunting Spot
No Tell ‘em Canyon

No Tell ‘em Canyon 
is home to a wondrous 
bounty of fish and game. 
A burbling spring runs 
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Finest Neighbor
The Linnells

Marie and Herk Lin-
nell live in a well-kept 
home on H Street in 
Hawthorne. A low chain-
link fence surrounds the 
property.

The Linnells are in the 
later part of their lives, 
but well taken care of 
by their loud, loyal dog 
who resembles a teady 
bear with the heart of 
a lion, and the teeth to 
match.

The home is fronted 
by a full yard of healthy 
grass, as are all the other 
houses on the block.

This is the home of 

Mineral County’s Finest 
neighbors.

When Marie learned 
the couple had been 
voted the honor, she was 
disbelieving at first — 
she had to hear it twice 
before she could accept 
it was true. Herk joked 
that he hadn’t paid any-
one to vote for them.

“It was kind of embar-
rassing,” Marie said. 
She later called it “very, 
very, very nice” and 
“unreal.”

The humble Linnells 
aren’t quite sure what 
they did to deserve the 
votes of their neighbors.

“I would have voted 
for them, honestly,” Ma-

rie said of her neighbors. 
“We take care of their 
yards and their dogs 
when they go [out of 
town…] and they take 
care of our yard when 
we go.”

The Linnells said 
they’ve lived in Haw-
thorne twice — the most 
recent stint for about 
nine years. They said 
when they returned it 
was the people that truly 
stood out to them.

“Everybody seems re-
ally good, actually,” 
Herk said. “We don’t 
even have any problems, 
at least around here.”

Finest Cashier: Desiree Thomas at Safeway



Congratulations
SARAH OWEN

Sarah was voted as Best Waitress in the 
“Finest of Mineral County.”

El Capitan wishes to thank all our employees and those we serve for 
voting us the Best Breakfast and Banquet Facility in Mineral County.

Thank You! El Capitan management

Thank You
For Voting for State Farm

BILL FRASER
Insurance’s Office

As your #1 insurance 
agency in Hawthorne.

Thank you for your 
patronage!

Mineral County’s Finest
down the middle and the 
area is covered in soft 
green grass. Everywhere 
you look, the canyon is 
populated by deer, an-
telope, chucker, duck, 
and all manner of ed-
ible creatures frolicking 
about. Some say they 
will actually shoot them-
selves for you, if you ask 
nicely enough. Alas, it’s 
at this time you wake up 
from your dreamed hunt-
er’s paradise and realize 
that nobody would tell 
us there favorite spot.

Finest Attraction
Walker Lake

While the old and 
venerable Walker Lake 
may be receding, it’s 
still a fantastic vacation 
spot. Every weekend in 
the summer boats and 
swimmers dot the wa-
ter. In the early months, 
the lakeside becomes an 
entomologist paradise as 
hundreds of thousands of 
spiders swarm the cliffs 
and guard rails to dine 
upon the damsel flies 
and gnats that come off 
the lake. In the winter, 
when the swimming and 
feasting has ended, the 
lake is a fantastic spot 
to stop and take a pho-
tograph while it reflects 
the lovely snow-capped 
mountains beyond it.

Finest Picnic Spot
Fletcher

If you need a shady, 
grassy area to sit on a 
blanket and eat your 
lunch, Fletcher is a fan-
tastic place to picnic. If 
the shade and the soft 
grass aren’t enough, 
Fletcher can also help 
you out in a tight spot 
if you forget some of 
the essentials. Didn’t 
bring enough to drink? 
The water is tasty and 
potable. Left the lettuce 
for your salad at home? 
Harvest some watercress 
and use that instead.

Finest Place to 
Take a Date
Walker River

With its hot ponds; 

fishing; swimming; and 
rope swing, Walker Riv-
er offers almost every-
thing you can ask for in 
a date spot. Your results 
may vary.

Finest Place to go 
Off Roading
The Mountains of 
Mineral County

The vast majority of 
Mineral County is un-
paved and uninhabited, 
which make it a fantastic 
place to take your Four-
wheel drive vehicle out 
to play. There are so 
many mountains to play 
on in Mineral County, 
our readers couldn’t 
choose which is their fa-
vorite. It seems the best 
advice would be to pick 
one and have fun.

Finest Place to Take 
a Hike
Alum Creek Falls

If you’re looking for 
an easy hike through the 
mountains of Mineral 
County, you can’t go 
wrong with Alum Creek 
Falls. As you make your 
way up the hill, you’ll 
encounter a number of 
smaller waterfalls until, 
at last, you run into the 
main waterfall. While 
the hike is easy, it is 
recommended you tell 
someone where you’re 
going before you set out, 
and what time you ex-
pect to return.

Finest Place to 
Take the Kids
Lion’s Park

Mineral County has a 
shortage of green plac-
es where kids can run 
with youthful reckless 
abandon. Lion’s Park 
in Hawthorne is one of 
the exceptions. Boasting 
what might be the only 
jungle gym in the coun-
ty; a large, hilly, grassy 
area; a swimming pool; 
and Little League base-
ball fields, Lion’s Park 
is a great place to while 
away a lazy summer’s 
afternoon.

Finest Bank Teller
Stacy Holten at 
Financial Horizons
Credit Union

Stacy Holten, a teller 
at Financial Horizons 
Credit Union, loves to 
be able to make people’s 
days better.

“We’re right there when 
people in, so weather 
someone doesn’t quite 
know which way to go, or 
if they’ve had something 
happen that frustrating 
being able to kind of help them to know which way 
to go, or trying to make their transactions […] a least 
stressful as possible,” she said.

Holten, who was recently voted Mineral County’s 
Finest Bank Teller by the readers of the Indepen-
dent-News, said she loves her job because of the at-
mosphere in the office.

“It’s like a family,” she said. Everyone is kind and 
loving to one another, it’s very positive. Everyone 
wants to help everyone [succeed].”

And the positive attitude flows out from the em-
ployees at the credit union, Holten said.

“It permeates to the members, and then the mem-
bers like to come in. And you can feel that,” she 
said. “They leave smiling and happy, whether it’s 
just the interaction, that they have with the people 
that work there, hopefully getting their needs ful-
filled and their questions answered.

“It really does make for a fulfilling end to the 
day.”

All of us at Wagner hardware would like to gratefully thank 

the community for voting us Best Hardware Store. We strive to 

be knowledgeable and helpful for all of our customers needs. 

Thank You.

Congratulations Erika Lightfoot for 
winning the coloring contest and 

choosing us as your favorite business.

As requested by the community, we will continue to 
be open 7 days a week for the winter.

Winter hours will begin Sunday, Sept. 22:
Mon - Sat: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Sun: 8 a.m. - 12 noon

Finest Pizza: Old Nevada Pizza

Finest Teacher: Tricia Schumann at 
Hawthorne Elementary School

Finest Public Servants:
Jerrie Tipton (top photo)
TC Knight (above photo)
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